[The telephone accident--a contribution to the history of traumatic neuroses].
In the decades after the introduction of the Bell telephone in 1876, a variety of otological and neurological disorders were described as an effect of the sustained use of the telephone. Telephone accidents giving rise to symptoms of traumatic neurosis were conceived of as being caused by electric current, by acoustical trauma or by an emotional shock, reflecting the general discussions concerning the aetiology of traumatic neurosis. With regard to the evidence documenting the anxiety aroused by the experience of the new telecommunicative medium, the disappearance of the phenomena of telephone trauma can be attributed to the habituation to this experience in the process of civilization.